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Annual Report for 2020 
 

 
Volunteer gardeners Beth Renner and Liz Fotouhy work on spillway garden. 

 
 

 The year 2020. The Covid19 pandemic affected Millbrook Meadow Committee and the 
Meadow this past year. In March mask wearing and social distancing became the law, which 
kept kids off the new playground equipment, but we still welcomed visitors and their dogs. 
Volunteers, many from the Rockport Garden Club, stepped forward with hundreds of man hours 
of weeding, watering, planting and counting eels. The committee held meetings by the side of 
Mill Pond until it got too cold, then switched to zoom meetings. At year’s end a planting plan for 
2021 was taking shape. 
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In June, the long-awaited Long Stone Sitting Wall, below the dam, was completed. 

 
 Sitting Wall.  The long drive to create a long stone sitting wall, led by Barbara Sparks, 
resulted in a fine stone bench in June. Barbara worked with Chris DeRosa, Meadow Landscape 
Adviser, who designed the 20-ft. long sitting wall, and supervised its construction. Local mason 
Bruce Johnson, who installed the stonework in the new dam, was the builder.  He used Rockport 
granite and fieldstone in its construction.  
 
 Planters and Weeders. Laura Hallowell gathered a great group of talented and energetic 
gardeners and went to work all over the Meadow, attacking weeds and planning innovations in 
planting for the future. Six new trees were planted in the border between the Meadow and the 
Cove parking lot, and another was planted on the west bank of the Pond. DPW Director Joe 
Parisi and his department provided excellent assistance, including creation of a highly effective 
drainage system to solve an age-old problem with water on the Meadow path. 
 
  Lights on the Dam.  Shannon Mason led a team to provide lighting for the dam for the 
Christmas and New Year’s holiday season. 
  
  
 



 

MMC Annual Report 2020 Rev 02-11-21A 
 

Page | 2 

 
With need for social distancing in the Covid19 pandemic, Millbrook  

Meadow Committee held meetings by the Pond—until cold weather came. 
 

 World Fish Migration Day was held on the Mill Dam in October, with Eric Hutchins, 
NOAA Marine Biologist and Millbrook’s environmental adviser. He showed children eels and 
explained the elaborate migration of eels.   
 
Millbrook Membership:  
 Members of Millbrook Meadow are Charmaine Blanchard, Esq., Sam Coulbourn, Laura 
Hallowell, Rich Lorigan, Marcia Lombardo, Shannon Mason, Aileen Morrissey, Barbara Sparks, 
and the newest member, Dwight Valentine, Esq.   
 Shannon was re-elected as chair, Laura elected as vice chair, Sam as Secretary, and 
Marcia re-elected as treasurer.  
  
 Meadow Advisers: Don Campbell, Selectman Liaison; Jack Campbell, Architectural 
Adviser; Gunilla Caulfield, Trustee, L.H. Phillips Trust; Debby Coulter, Nature Adviser; Chris 
DeRosa, Landscape Adviser; Denise C. Donnelly, Selectman and Communications Adviser; Neil 
Emond, Nature Adviser; Rae Francoeur, Publications Adviser; Frank Hassler, Financial Adviser; 
Walter Hess, Financial Adviser; Eric Hutchins, Environmental Adviser; Laurie Ann 
LePine, Web Adviser; Susan Levine, Educational Adviser; Jamy Buchanan Madeja, 
Esq., Environmental Law Adviser; Tom Mikus, Science/Technology Adviser; Randy 
Saville, Historical Adviser; William Tobin, Legislative Liaison; and Heidi Caswell Zander, Art 
Adviser.  
   
 Conservancy. Since Millbrook Meadow Committee, as a town government entity, could 
not serve as fund raiser, the Committee created a board for the Rockport Millbrook Meadow 
Conservancy. This Conservancy is an independent organization, qualified to solicit donations. 
The Conservancy Board works closely with Millbrook Meadow Committee to provide their 
individual experience and expertise in the Restoration project, associated fund raising, and 
stewardship of the park in the future.  
 Members of the Board are Dianne Anderson, Tim Corrigan, Chester Clark, Karl 
Norwood, Maura Wadlinger, Barbara Sparks, and Shannon Mason and Sam Coulbourn.  
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 Fund-Raising and Outreach Committee. Shannon Mason has continued as chair of the 
Restoration Fund Raising and Outreach subcommittee, with Charmaine Blanchard and Sam 
Coulbourn as members, as well as Maura Wadlinger of the Conservancy Board. Advisers are 
Susan J. Gray, past president of Rockport Chamber Music Festival and veteran board member of 
Rockport Music; and Betsy Giannoccaro, formerly fund raiser and grants coordinator for 
Rockport Music. The subcommittee has arranged for Essex County Community Foundation 
(ECCF), a tax-exempt organization qualified to accept tax deductible contributions, to receive 
donations.  

 
Fund Raising in 2020:  
 Wreaths. For the fifth year the Conservancy gathered a group of skilled artists to make 
Christmas wreaths, with $100 from each wreath going to our Meadow Sustainability Fund. 
Shannon Mason led the project. Terry Duffy again volunteered the use of his greenhouse for the 
wreath makers. The sale netted $7450.  
        Mail Fund Drive. A fall appeal by mail gained $9352.  
 
 Since we began fundraising in 2013, we have gathered a little over $596,000 in private 
donations. A listing of all donors is located on the Conservancy web site at 
http://www.millbrookmeadow.org/giving 
 

 
Shannon Mason led the fifth annual  

wreath sale to raise money for the Meadow.  
 

Plans for 2021: 
 Spring Planting. Following up on plans proposed by Consultant Dan Jaffe Wilder and 
others, Laura Hallowell’s team of gardener-planners has producing a large planting plan for 
ground cover, brookside planting, dogwood thicket and other planting to start in spring, and 
continue for two or more years. 
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 A handrail for the Spillway stairs. MMC and DPW have joined to submit a $24,000 
grant request from the Community Preservation Committee for complete restoration of the 
stonework in the spillway stairs (see top photo) that lead from the dam to the Meadow and 
installing a wrought-iron handrail for safety. 
  
 Solar powered lighting. MMC is exploring providing low-level, solar powered lighting 
for the dam. 
   
 Maintenance Funding. The Committee will seek adequate Town budget funding for 
routine maintenance of the Meadow and Pond. 
 
 Thanks to Rockporters, our Meadow and Pond are open, and even with pandemic 
restrictions, has renewed its place in Rockport for people to walk and play and relax.   We 
appreciate all your support, in sharing your ideas, in volunteering on cleanups, donating money, 
and all the other things you have done these past years!  Work in the Meadow and around the 
Pond is never finished, and so we hope you’ll stay with us as volunteers and donors. Enjoy your 
park! 
 
 For a History of the Meadow and Pond see 
https://www.millbrookmeadow.org/about-us 

 
Shannon M. Mason, 
Chairman 
 
 


